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>osition of Marseilles as a great port, and its facilities for trie
mportation of coal and iron, have naturally made it a centre of
smelting works, engineering establishments, and shipbuilding yards.
Toulon, farther east, is an important naval dockyard.
THE ALPINE ZONE plays but a relatively small part in the
economic life of France, The soil is generally poor and difficult
to cultivate outside of the valleys/ where it is rich, and with increas-
ing altitude the climate becomes unfit for the growth of cereals.
Much of the region consists of poor pasturage, which in the north
is devoted to cattle, in the south to sheep and goats; while in
the sheltered valleys, more especially in that of the Isere, the vine is
grown. Anthracite and iron occur in places, and there are numerous
hot springs. The earlier manufactures were chiefly such as could
be carried on in the homes of the people, and included glove-making
in the country around Grenoble, wood-turning, and employments
of a similar nature. Within recent years, however, the development
of hydro-electric power has led to the growth of chemical and
metallurgical works in the region, while the silk industry has be-
come more widely distributed. In the limestone Jura, dairy-
farming is important in the uplands where the soil is poor, but
in the valleys the vine is extensively cultivated. In the small towns,
various industries requiring little raw material but a high degree
of skill on the part of the workmen have been established. These
include watch-making, the construction of motor-cars, and the _
manufacture of textiles and optical instruments at Montbeliard,
Besan^on, and elsewhere.
THE BASIN OF PARIS is the name given to that great area of
sedimentary deposits "which lies between the Central Massif, the
Ardennes, and the Armorican region. For present purposes the
Meuse may be taken as its eastern limit. The outer rim of the basin
consists of rocks of Jurassic age; within that there is a belt, not fully
developed in places, of Cretaceous rocks, and the centre of the
basin is covered over with deposits of Tertiary times. Although
the soil of this region is generally fertile, its character varies con-
siderably from one place to another. In the Tertiary lands the
greater part of it is suitable for cultivation, but on the Cretaceous
area it is less certain. Champagne, for example, consists in part
of a great plain where the chalk comes to the surface and is
suitable only for grazing purposes, and in part of a regior* of